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„BIO-KNOBLAUCH ROMANES“

... a sustainable eco-social project for the future ...

„WE CREATE JOBS!

www.european-neighbours.net

http://www.european-neighbours.net
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Egon Kapellari, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Graz-Seckau:

The cross-national eco-social BIO-KNOBLAUCH ROMANES* project addresses the large ethnic 
group of the ROMA peoples. Its aim is to contribute to the future well-being of European ROMA 
families by providing new education and labour opportunities. Intensive collaboration between 
numerous public institutions, associations, businesses and individual people gives the project 
broad recognition and a firm footing.

In close cooperation with high-ranking national and international ROMA representatives, the 
Austrian Association of Catholic Families with its firm commitment to family policy throughout 
Europe, the EUROPEAN NEIGHBOURS Association and the Alt-Grottenhof School of Agriculture 
in Graz have created a scheme for sustainable social integration. Helping ROMA families to help 
themselves will foster the necessary self-confidence for an independent life. 

Thanks to the support of the Province of Styria and the City of Graz, I happily acknowledge that 
the BIO-KNOBLAUCH ROMANES* project was able to emerge from my own diocese. May it be a 
blessing for as many ROMA families as possible! 

          Dr. Egon Kapellari
                 Bishop of Graz-Seckau 

Preface for BIO-KNOBLAUCH ROMANES*, 
an innovative Styrian project for the future of ROMA families in Europe
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BIO-KNOBLAUCH ROMANES*, a sustainable eco-social 
project for the future of ROMA families in Europe 

„WE CREATE JOBS FOR ROMAN“

How it all began 

ROMA - an ethnic minority

With an estimated population of 10 to 12 millions, the ROMA are the largest European ethnic minority 
and one of the most socially underprivileged groups in Europe. In many cases, the lack of education 
and training leads to massive unemployment amongst ROMA and excludes them from access to appro-
priately paid work. As a City of Human Rights, Graz has morally committed itself to supporting sustai-
nable employment initiatives for ROMA in Europe. 

The labour market

Employment figures in the most affected regions in East and South-East Europe have been negative 
for years, with little or no hope of improvement. The best way to enable ROMA to access the labour 
market, therefore, would be to create jobs in the sector of agricultural, trade or craftsmanship, possib-
ly on the basis of cooperative organisations. 

Support programs

Although the European Union provides very high subsidies for the integration of ROMA, it is very dif-
ficult to gain access to them. However, by involving first-class national and international ROMA organi-
sations, cities, institutions, businesses and various NGOs, subsidies for relevant areas such as educa-
tion, public health, business and agriculture, etc. can be applied for and coordinated more efficiently.

Agricultural development in Europe

In many European regions, especially in the East and South-East, vast areas of fallow land and unused 
farmland are often owned by public authorities.

The European garlic market

Europe is over 90% dependent on imports from the garlic market with more than 80% global produc-
tion coming from China. However, the proportion of garlic that is produced organically under humane 
labour conditions, using reasonable transport routes, is very small. The negative footprint in garlic 
production remains predominant. 
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RESULTS - The implementation of this project will open the market 
for European quality organic garlic which, as a premium brand, will 

have great chances on the market in the European Union. 

The garlic plant

Renowned for centuries as being extremely beneficial for health and vitality, garlic is indispensible in a 
well-balanced and tasty diet. Moreover, it is a robust, self-sufficient plant with no special demands on 
soil or climate conditions. Garlic can be cultivated from home-grown cloves, thus there is no depen-
dency on the planting production business.

Garlic cultivation

Growing garlic is very labour-intensive and time-consuming. Due to crop rotation and intercropping, 
however, various additional cultivation methods such as growing vegetables or renewable energy crops 
have emerged.

Marketing

After establishing regional organisations in the individual countries, it is intended to launch organic 
garlic under a common premium brand name on the European market. Local sales of other products 
will provide an additional source of income for the participating ROMA. 

Project objectives 

The project’s long-term goal is to create sustainable jobs by means of innovative and targeted training 
concepts which will ensure a bright future for the European ROMA population.

• develop sustainable eco-social measures for ROMA
• create new jobs in the sector of agriculture, trade and manual work in order to provide ROMA 

people with means to secure an independent livelihood. 
• improve life conditions and stabilize the livelihoods of ROMA. 
• integrate ROMA families sustainably.

Measures

With due regard to our comprehensive approach to the matter, our project „BIO-KNOBLAUCH 
ROMANES*“ will include the following issues:

• income, commercial activities, garlic and vegetable cultivation
• practical education and training
• accommodation, living, building
• public health
• communication
• administration and organisation
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Naturally, we regard it as essential that ROMA associations, representatives, organisations - national 
and international partners, institutions, educational facilities, political decision-makers and funding 
bodies be integrated in all stages of the project in a transparent way. 

Together with our competent partners, we will first establish successful pilot projects for BIO-KNOB-
LAUCH ROMANES*, which will then be secured as sustainable sources of income with and for ROMA 
throughout Europe. In that way, it will not only be possible to ease import pressure on garlic in ge-
neral, but to safeguard food quality for European consumers by way of ORGANIC GARLIC. Significant 
parts of ROMA communities will thus have a real opportunity to earn their own living.

In collaboration with the Alt-Grottenhof School of Agriculture in Graz, the first Competence Centre for 
European garlic in Europe will be established in Graz.

Support programs

In order to carry out the project, we shall, amongst others, make use of the following programs:

LLP EUROPE FOR CITIZENS                   LLP Networks Key Activity 1
                                        

These support programs will pave the way to making the project a real success. 
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Professor Rudolf Sarközi, Chairman of the Cultural Association of Austrian 
ROMA, welcomed the guests in the Romany language, “so that everyone can hear 
what our ethnic group sounds like”, he said. One of his most urgent concerns is to 
integrate ROMA communities in the labour process so that they can earn their own 
living.  

Councillor Sissi Potzinger, member of the Administrative Council within the 
“COFACE Confederation of Family Organisations in the European Union” in Brussels 
and Honorary President of the EUROPEAN NEIGHBOURS Association, emphasized 
that “BIO-KNOBLAUCH ROMANES* is a sustainable ecological forward-looking 
project which will give ROMA families access to work and income in their local 
areas.”

Director Dipl. Ing. Jan Hero, Member of the Board of European ROMA 
Information Office in Brussels (ERIO), is convinced that ROMA will be able to find 
work in the agricultural sector: “I’m a ROMA myself, and my father used to work 
in the agricultural sector too.”

Mag. Siegfried Nagl, Lord Mayor of Graz and Patron of the project, pointed 
out how important it was that “the European Union should regard the project as 
being a very serious and forward-looking enterprise and react accordingly in terms 
of granting generous subsidies.”
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Patrons of the “BIO-KNOBLAUCH ROMANES*” project: 

Mag. Siegfried Nagl

Lord Mayor of Graz, Capital of Styria

Dr. Christian Buchmann

Member of the Styrian Parliament, Department of Business, Europe and Culture

Honorary President of the EUROPEAN NEIGHBOURS Association

City Councillor Sissi Potzinger

Member of Graz City Council, Representative of the Austrian Association of Catholic Families and 
member of the Administrative Council within the “COFACE Confederation of Family Organisations in the 
European Union”, Brussels

Honorary members of the EUROPEAN NEIGHBOURS Association

Prof. Rudolf Sarközi

Chairman of the National Minority Advisory Council for ROMA in Austria and Chairman of the Cultural 
Association of Austrian ROMA, Vienna

Director Dipl. Ing. Jan Hero

Member of CAHROM (Ad hoc Committee of Experts on ROMA Issues) in Strasbourg, Member of the 
Board of European ROMA Information Office (ERIO) in Brussels and Advisor for ROMA Affairs to the 
Slovak Government and Director of the Zefyrín Jimenez Malla Private Grammar School, Slovakia

Dr. med. Michael Hans Ausserwinkler

Specialist for Internal Medicine, Nephrology and Rheumatology, former Austrian Federal Minister for 
Health, Consumer Protection and Sports, Head of the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Rheumatology in 
Althofen, Austria 

Univ.-Prof. MMag. Dr. Tomislav Boric

University Professor at the Department of Austrian and International Corporate and Commercial Law at 
University of Graz, Austria 
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Partners of the “BIO-KNOBLAUCH ROMANES*” project

• City of Graz, Capital of Styria, Austria
• Styrian Regional Economy, Austria
• City of Banska Bystrica, Slovakia
• City of Koprivnica, Slovakia
• City of Pecs, Hungary
• City of Moldova Noua, Romania
• City of Berlin-Neukölln, Germany
• Fundatia Austria pro Romania, Sibiu, Romania
• I.R.U. International ROMA Union, Warsaw Poland
• Alt-Grottenhof School of Agriculture, Graz, Austria
• Cultural Association of Austrian ROMA, Vienna, Austria
• BIO Ernte Steiermark, Austria
• Zukunftsbau GmbH Berlin, Germany
• BORIC.ARCHITEKTUR, Austria
• MOTION EVENTS, Austria
• COFACE - Confederation of Family Organisations in the European Union, Belgium
• ERIO - European ROMA Information Office, Brussels, Belgium
• ROMA Association eMKlub, Slovakia
• Boric & Partner Rechtsanwälte GmbH, Croatia
• ROMA Association DŽIVIPEN-ŽIVOT, Slovakia
• Zefyrin Jimenez Malla Private Grammar School, Slovakia
• EUROPA BERATUNG BERLIN, mobility and transnational education, Germany
• University Stefan cel Mare of Suceava, Romania
• CEFIDEC Union, Vatra Dornei, Romania
• N.E.E.D. - Network for European Economic Development, Italy
• MEMORY - Institute for process-oriented learning therapies and diagnostics, Germany
• Studio Lannach - SL - Multimedia GmbH, Austria
• FormAzione Co&So Network, Consorzio scs, Italy
• J.F.R. Consult, Graz, Austria
• FIBL, Austria

Cooperation partners

SPAR - Österreichische Warenhandels-AG, Graz Headquarters 

SPAR - Österreichische Warenhandels-AG, Main Headquarters, Salzburg 

partners are linked

partners are linked

http://www.graz.at/
http://www.ressort-buchmann.steiermark.at
http://eng.banskabystrica.sk/
http://www.koprivnica.hr/en
http://de.pecs.hu/
http://www.moldova-noua.ro/
http://www.berlin.de/ba-neukoelln/
http://www.fundatia-au-ro.org
http://www.internationalromaniunion.org/
http://www.grottenhof.at/
http://www.kv-roma.at/
http://www.bio-austria.at/bundeslaender/steiermark/willkommen_bei_bio_ernte_steiermark
http://www.zukunftsbau.de/
http://www.motion-events.at/
http://www.coface-eu.org/en/
http://www.erionet.eu/
http://www.boric.hr/homeDeu.html
http://www.google.at/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=private%20secondary%20school%20of%20zefyr%C3%ADn%20j.malla%20&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCYQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fregional_policy%2Fconferences%2Froma2011%2Fdoc%2Fconclusions%2F23052011_hero.ppt&ei=XuQBT7m6J-ik4AS1xdCNCA&usg=AFQjCNG4-iIfB8UfqI4rGqdvGeb8udfQpA
http://www.usv.ro/index.php/en
http://www.needeeig.eu/cms/index.php?lang=en
http://www.sturmmemory.at/
http://www.studio-lannach.at/
http://www.formazionenet.eu/index.php?lang=en
http://www.jfrc.at/
http://www.fibl.org/de/oesterreich/standort-at.html
http://unternehmen.spar.at/spar/unternehmen/sparoesterreich/regionalezentralen.htm
http://unternehmen.spar.at/spar/unternehmen/sparoesterreich/regionalezentralen.htm
http://unternehmen.spar.at/spar/unternehmen/sparoesterreich/regionalezentralen.htm
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EUROPEAN NEIGHBOURS
Verein zur Förderung von Benachteiligten in Europa
 
Reg.No.: ZVR 326987420 | Hubertusstraße 14, 8042 Graz - Austria 
office@european-neighbours.net 

 

Bernd Spiegl       +43 (0) 650 / 55 84 401
CEO - Chairman of the Board     b.spiegl@european-neighbours.net

 
Markus P. Mandl      +43 (0) 664 / 52 00 646
CFO - Managing Director     m.mandl@european-neighbours.net

 
Joachim F. Rodler, MBA      +43 (0) 664 / 101 99 81
CCO - Head of Communications and Organisations  j.rodler@european-neighbours.net

 
Alf Boric, Architect Dipl. Ing.     +43 (0) 664 / 144 43 16
CBDO - Head of Strategic Development an Organisations a.boric@european-neighbours.net

         
Christiane Ausserwinkler, Dr. med.    +43 (0) 676 / 300 90 48
CHO - Head of Public Health     c.ausserwinkler@european-neighbours.net

 
Philipp Lienhart       +43 (0) 650 / 80 000 82
CMO - Head of Marketing and Sales    p.lienhart@european-neighbours.net

 
Ratko Aralica, Mag.      +385 / 91 7285 658
Regional Director for Croatia     r.aralica@european-neighbours.net

 
Petra Aralica, Mag.      +385 / 95 903 5232
Deputy Regional Director for Croatia    p.aralica@european-neighbours.net
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